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then composed have been preserved, we are able to trace the first
operations of the human mind in evolving spiritual ideas from
natural facts. To-day we can only concern ourselves with the
ultimate result of these speculations ; and this was that the entire
universe and all its varied phenomena were held to be manifesta-
tions of one, eternal, unimpassioned Self or Existence. The whole
universe, therefore, contained only the eternal, all-pervading Self
as the sole reality ; hence it followed that there could be no
second. All ideas of duality were rank heresy, arising from
delusion ; and the highest knowledge was held to be the recogni-
tion of the absolute oneness of God and Nature. This was
considered the end or object of all the sacred works, or Vedas,
and therefore this system* of philosophy ultimately came to be
called Veddnta; that is, "the end of the Vedas." As soon as the
individual soul recognized the Unity, it was supposed to lose all
desire for the fickle delusions of sense ; the bond which attached
it to existence was thereby severed, and its round of transmigra-
tions was brought to an end. By the attainment of true know-
ledge, therefore, the soul was set free or released from the bondage
of existence, and thus obtained deliverance.

The system of philosophy of which we are now speaking was
evolved at a very early date, probably longf before the invention
of the name by which it is now known. It is found in the ancient
creed of Persia, and it penetrated into Greece in times beyond
historical record. Socrates, Plato, and Pythagoras were essen-
tially Vedantists, even believing in the transmigration of souls.
The Neo-Platonists were certainly tinged by the same doctrines;
and St. Paul also shows himself thoroughly Vedantic by his
expression, " In Him we live, and move, and have our being"
{Acts xvii. 28).

The evolution of this system of philosophy brought with it a
great reform in India. The demonstration of the unity of God
swept away the necessity for the crowd of subordinate deities ;
and as the highest knowledge and final deliverance were to be
attained only by the recognition of this unity, it followed that
the ceremonial observances of the Brahmans were purposeless
labours. This was perceived by Buddha, and he therefore boldly
proclaimed all men equal, since all were equally illusory; and he
taught that a life of virtue and benevolence and a heart freed
from all desire would secure deliverance frcfrn the miseries of
transmigration. This simple creed of Buddha spread with
rapidity, and remained the dominant creed in India for about a
thousand years, until, in its turn, becoming mystical and corrupt,
it passed into a degraded form of the old Brahmanical faith which
it had formerly superseded. This revival of Brahmanism, or, as